Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Harry Campbell (---.server.ntl.com)

Date:   07-11-02 02:36

Has anyone got copies or know hwere I can obtain rigging instruction/sdescriptions regards a Skipper 17. I would be grateful for any help or advice. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Stuart Goldsworthy-Trapp (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   08-24-02 19:37

To harry I also have a skipper 17 and I have the original instruction which came with the boat please could I have your address and I will send you a copy.

TIPS

First screw the bottlescrew to the boat then lift the mast or else it will seem the stays our to short then wire them all up especially the front bottlescrew due to the jib will undo and the mast will fall down.

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Eric McMaster (---.cableinet.co.uk)

Date:   09-07-02 12:14

I have recently bought a skipper 17 which needs some restoration and is now stored in a barn in France for the winter. I have not sailed it yet - and am a novice at this sort of thing. I just wanted to make contact with others who might know more, very grateful also for any advice if needed later on - in particular is it still possible to buy any replacement parts? 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: BOB LOMAS (---.lond-a-2.access.uk.tiscali.com)

Date:   09-14-02 12:38

Dear Mr McMaster, T

he Skipper 17 is now produced in England as the "Eagle 525". The builder is usually at the Southampton Boat Show which I will be attending on Monday, if it is of any help I will pick some details for you. 

Yours Sincerely Bob Lomas. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Latham-Boal (---.easynet.co.uk)

Date:   03-05-03 16:50

I have a Skipper 17 which I sail in Weymouth Bay. It is a great boat, easy to launch, to recover, to sail and forgiving. I also have an unused boom tent. I would like to know if anyone has found a way of raising the mast without removing the companion way sliding hatch? 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Lovatt (---.bagu.broadband.ntl.com)

Date:   03-05-03 19:56

If its any use, as a comparative newcomer to Skipper 17's I realised very early on that raising the mast by myself would damage the hatch. So what I did was to build myself a simple "A" frame which I tie to the transom rail. I rest the mast on it, which keeps it off the hatch, while I secure the mast step nut and bolt. I then raise it using the topping lift. If you want more information let me know.

Let me know if you want to get rid of the boom tent, or failing that any photos or plans that may help to reconstruct one. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Johnson (---.icl.co.uk)

Date:   06-09-03 08:23

I am in the process of restoring a Skipper 17 which we have had in the family since 1972. It was bought second hand probably being built around 1968. In fact yesterday (8th June 2003) was the first time we had had her on the water for about 18 months.

Ours has the single central keel which I have replaced due to 35 years of rust having taken its toll! We have the simple wooden hatch - no sliding hatch cover for us!

Please let me know if you would like advice or information - I am quite happy to write about my restoration project.

By the way if the gentleman with the original instructions still has them I would love a copy. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Linda Wood (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   06-12-03 10:35

I have just discovered that the boat that I bought last year is a Skipper 17. We sailed her for a week last year and have spent time during the winter repairing etc. She (Aslan) is now berthed at Newhaven and has already been out a couple of times.

I am interested to know if anyone knows what, if any, her PY handicap might be. We like to join in with our sailing clubs general racing and it would be nice to be just a little competative. 

If the gentleman with the orginal instructions could send me a copy I would be very grateful.

If anyone wants to come out for a sail on a Sunday they would be very welcome. 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Roy Emeny (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   06-21-03 23:57

Interesting to find other owners of Skipper 17s. I have had mine for 7 years. Single drop keel 2 + 2 (tiny) berth. Sail number 37. Can any one give me any idea of its age. From comments it may be a lot older than I thought and makes its condition seem quite remarkable! 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Kevin Whichello (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   07-22-03 20:14

Two mates and I bought a Skipper 17 last year, our first boat. Built in 1980 she is named PAT. She is sailed in Chichester Harbour regularly. She handles the chop at the habour entrance quite well although a bit more chain in the bow would help. A great boat with cockpit space for up to four (slim) adults. The mast raising issue is a problem. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Johnson (---.icl.co.uk)

Date:   07-25-03 08:15

Roy

Our is sail number 86. We bought her second hand in about 1972 so she is probably about 1968 vintage.

rgds

Nick Johnson

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/johnson.nick/boat.htm 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.cableinet.co.uk)

Date:   08-04-03 22:44

Bought a circa 1976 Skipper 17 + Seagull Century Plus outboard in early June this year. It is in pretty good condition (original Gelcoat, clean & complete pushpit & pullpit etc.) and came complete with a barely used spinaker and cockpit tent for overnighting. Boat has twin lifting keels.

It is an ideal dayboat with shelter from wind & the odd shower, and is about as big as I want to go in terms of towing behind a medium/large family saloon. Launching and recovery is done single handed, with the help of docking arms and a winch. So far have sailed on Windermere and Carrick Roads Falmouth and have had a great time.

Raising the mast is pretty straight forward. Have an A frame at the transom to support the mast whilst I get the bolt through (this avoids worry about damage to the hatch. I attach a thin rope to the base of the forestay / furling mechanism, pass it through an eye in the foredeck and then back along the port side and gripped in the port genoa cleat. I raise the mast initially with my right arm whilst pulling on the rope with my left. Once the mast gets past about 30 degrees, pulling on the rope, in turn pulls on the forestay which effectively pulls the mast up. Once it is fully vertical, I cleat the rope and go onto the foredeck to secure the forestay with the retaining pin and ring - simple!. Lowering the mast is the reverse, and all done single handed!

I find the downwind & beam reaching performance is very good / rapid, however I notice that little progress can be made beating to windward which means either I'm doing something wrong, or that a lot of leeway is lost whilst close hauled or on a close reach?

I also have been caught out a couple of times with too much sail up. With only 25% ballast (250lbs) I have been hit by gusts which have heeled her over like a dingy, much to the disgust of the spousal unit. If you are looking for a quiet sail without frightening the wife then I would ensure a well furled genoa and reefed main unless you're sailing in very light airs.

Would very much like to hear of other views on the sailing performance of the boat + tips anyone may have. Must admit this is the first time I have sailed anything bigger than a mirror dingy so maybe I'm just a little inexperienced?

Overall the package is fun and superb value for money, and would not part with it, unless someone would like to swap for a Contessa

Best Regards,

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Matt Sanderson (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   08-30-03 19:17

Does anyone know the air-draft of the Skipper 17? I forgot to measure the mast when I launched mine, and it's easier to ask rather than to lower the mast again! Here on the Norfolk Broads we have a couple of bridges that I think I might make it under without having to lower the mast...

On a different note, what engines do people use offshore? I have a little Yamaha 3.5, but I find it too small and underpowered for going offshore on the East Coast. What does everyone else use?

Cheers,

Matt 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Kevin Whichello (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   09-13-03 17:21

Dear Matt,

Our Skipper has a Holt Allen mast with length of 20 feet to which the topsides and coach roof heights must be added to gain the air draft.

We use a Mariner four outboard which pushes the boat to 4 Knots on 1/4 throttle. Is your outboard delivering full power or the boat overloaded?

Hope this info is of use.

Regards 

Kevin Whichello. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.cableinet.co.uk)

Date:   09-24-03 22:03

Whilst launching recently, another Skipper owner pointed out to me a fairly serious modification to the tabernacle on my own boat, which having owned for only a few months, I was not aware of.

Essentially the old mast foot on the deckhead now holds in position a far more robust stainless steel fabricated bracket which is approximately 100mm square in section, and rises to a height of 250mm, with a substantial hinge point near the top. At the corresponding position in the mast a 100mm long bearing tube has been welded into position through the mast. A long bolt completes the assembly of the two. The result of all this is that prior to raising the mast, it sits well above the hatch, and greatly simplifies the operation without risk of damage. This is why I failed to understand the mast raising problems other were mentioning.

For propulsion I use a Seagull Century Plus longshaft. Its supposed to be 4.5 / 4 hp but I too have found the boat underpowered when motoring to windward. Due to its age it may only put out 3 hp ??. Ok for lake work, but looks like I need a new 4hp / 5hp outboard if I want to do any more coastal cruising.

Jon

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Tony Norwell (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   11-26-03 07:26

The PY is 134 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Tony Norwell (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   11-26-03 07:33

I have one and instructions and brochure - also one for sale.

For Sale Skipper 17 Cruiser

17’ Trailer Sailer (Designer – Peter Milne) Displacement 450Kg Ballast 115Kg additionally 50Kg in centre keel

Can be beached – draft 0.38m – 1.22m (plates down)

Twin lifting bilge plates

Self righting from mast horizontal position

18 cubic feet of foam evenly distributed

A safe family boat – deep large cockpit

Can be towed by average sized car

Boom tent

Road trailer with two unused tyres on wheels, unused set of hubs and bearings

‘Porta Potti’ chemical toilet

Lots of stowage space

Sliding galley (under cockpit sole) with spirit cooker, utensil (cutlery) drawer and space for cooking pans/water etc

Sails and all equipment in good working order – rigging refurbishment and rubbing strake renewal this summer

Jib – Self furling genoa Main – Roller reefed

Main anchor – Danforth – spare – Fisherman’s

Silver Century 4 HP outboard engine

Many, many extras and spares – too numerous to mention

£2000

Contact – Tony Norwell 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Hardy (---.ilford.mdip.bt.net)

Date:   01-21-04 09:34

We are looking for a twin keel Skipper 17, preferably the earlier model without spreaders on the mast. We have seen two, one at £1250 which is yellow(ish), not a colour we particually like and another at £1500 but both are some distance from our home in Devon. Another is priced at £2000 which is a bit steep for what we want. We don't mind travelling to see boats but prefer to view more than one if it's a longish trip. A reasonable trailer is required but an outboard is not essential as we have a Mercury 4hp long shaft sailpower we hope will be suitable. Anything suitable for sale out there? Also any advice re use of Mercury on Skipper 17? 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: TIMVASS@aol.com (---.ipt.aol.com)

Date:   03-04-04 22:27

WE have a Skipper 17, which I sail on Coniston and Windermere mainly.

Great fun to sail very forgiving and no more trouble than a dinghy to launch, recover and tow.

I have sailed her in most conditions though mainly on the lakes and never managed to upset my spousal unit or my four dependant units. On of the kids has told his teacher he is going on holiday to Loch Lomond in a skip!!!

I read somewhere the skipper/eagle is the longest production run of any trailer sailer, but as far as I know no owners association. Seems a shame because it’s a great little boat and no seems to have a bad thing to say about it. This is an affordable safe and fun way to get on the water and I would be interested in hearing from anyone interested in starting an association or knows of one already.

There are so many boats out there and they seem to last forever. The scope for sharing information spares etc and getting together to sail and have fun seem like a good reason to make a start. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.cableinet.co.uk)

Date:   03-21-04 22:27

I share your views on an association / closer ties for Skipper / Eagle owners. I think it is a great boat, providing a good balanced package as a trailer sailer (including 40 mins from arrival at the slipway to sailing).

I think this forum is the only one active for owners, however some time ago (2001) there was a Yahoo group for the Skipper 17, but is long since dead. The messages can still be accessed at: -

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/skipper17/messages/33

Other things I found on the web include a record of an East Coast cruise in a Skipper 17, located on the Dinghy Cruising Association site: -

http://www.dca.uk.com/articles/tedjones.htm

I am based in Preston, Lancashire and often take my Skipper 17 onto both Windermere and Coniston. I prefer Coniston, as past midday during high summer, Windermere gets a little too crowded and choppy due to the numbers of powerboats / jet skis. Would be good to go for a sail sometime. 

This year I also plan to take the boat to Conwy, Whitehaven, and Mull for a bit of coastal / sea loch sailing (assuming I can maintain my wife's wavering enthusiasm)

Rgds

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: David Bryan (---.lond-b-4.access.uk.tiscali.com)

Date:   04-14-04 21:40

I'd also be interested in joining some sort of Skipper 17 Association.

There was such an interest group in 1996 (gleaned from PBO archives). The contact was a Ralph Burkinshaw but I don't know whether that is still active.

I have a single centreplate version, which I keep, on a mooring in Chichester Harbour. Does anyone know the history of the single/twin keel versions? None of the articles I have seen mention the single keel version.

David Bryan 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: john Hardy (---.webport.bt.net)

Date:   04-29-04 10:06

We have now purchased a Mk2 Skipper 17 circa: 1985/86 with the black mast and boom. Now we are trying to get some history etc. both on the type and the particular boat, which is called Mallard and presently based, in the South West. We believe these boats were built by Dateline Powerboats of Stockport and sold by Skipper Boats.

Anyone any details? Also, anyone with a boom tent for sale as although we have made boom tents in the past it is time consuming and not that easy so we would rather buy than make. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Kevin Whichello (---.range81-154.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   04-29-04 11:40

David,

We also have a Skipper 17 that we sail in Chichester Habour regularly.

Our's is a twin keeler dated 1980, called 'Pat' kept ashore at Northney Marina. If you ever wish to meet up and compair boats please email me.

Regards Kev. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Ansell (---.range81-154.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   08-02-04 21:19

WANTED

I had a Skipper 17 in 1987 when it was lost in the October storm. I have just found some photos of her to show a friend and realise that I would like to have another. Can anyone help? Any reasonable condition would be OK as long as it is structurally sound. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: richard clark (213.78.87.---)

Date:   08-03-04 07:06

Open message to all Skipper 17 owners : I would be very grateful for some more info on the Skipper 17. Is there an owners association? Or where can I read any articles from owners re this little boat. Im interested in buying one and have seen just the boat, Sail number 232, but the present owner is unsure of the age of the boat. Any ideas of age from this sail number. Would also like to contact any owners who have their 17's at Rutland Water for some general tips re launching. Thanks for any help

Regards Richard 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Peter J S Brooks (---.dsl.pipex.com)

Date:   08-03-04 15:01

I too have an old, original, Skipper 17 (sail no 94) and now need a new mainsail - does anybody know who might hold the sail plans so I can buy a new one? 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.as1.cre.castlerea.eircom.net)

Date:   08-10-04 01:20

Just got back on to the worldwide net after having moved to the west coast of Ireland last October (03) and punched in Skipper 17 on the Eircom search engine to find this lively group. Read all the posts and have the following comments to pass on.

Yes confirmed - There was once a Skipper 17 'owners association' run by Ralph Birkinshaw who has since lost interest or has been too busy (at least up to October 2003).

I participated in the Yahoo Groups Skipper discussion group but found myself being the only and last contributor. 

A previous Skipper 17 owner named Ted Jones (long standing member of the DCA) sent me some interesting 'bulletins' from the owners association run by Ralph Birkinshaw. I also asked for and received some published articles on the Skipper 17 from another owner which gives some clues as to the age and evolution of the Skipper 17/Eagle 525.

I own a Skipper 17 sail number 1015. I bought her three years ago and have been refitting her on and off but have not been able to put her in the water yet due to job and house moves etc. As part of the refit I had a new mainsail made and I chose Crusader Sails of Pool who made a good job of it after I filled in one of their measurement forms. The Skipper sail logo proved too expensive though so just the sail number went on.

Brief History: The first Skipper 17 version was cabinless and had a single centre plate. It did have a covered foredeck which formed a storage cuddy. I think Richmond Boats then produced the more recognisable two and a half berth cabin twin plate version and the single plate version quietly ceased production. The rigging and spars seem to have evolved over the years dependant on who was making the boat and in what year. The current Eagle 525 by Moreton Boats of Lincolnshire looks almost identical but various changes to the topsides and hull mouldings have taken place and of course an outboard well in the cockpit is the most obvious change. The interior of the Eagle is a little more 'classy' and it even sports a wash bowl and cutlery tray inset in the top of the forepeak buoyancy tank. 

I will dig out all of my Skipper 17 information and extract the most pertinent info for this discussion group in the next few days. Just some of the jobs I've completed and would be happy to discuss are:

Replaced both cabin windows, renovated hatch slides, made up new cabin berth cushions, installed electrics to supply various nav lights, radio, GPS, bilge pump etc., renovated/replaced complete brake assemblies on trailer, refixed and rebedded the pulpit to prevent water leaks, made up a mast raising A-frame system and started to install a spray hood which has yet to be completed. I have yet to remove the bilge plates and inspect the hinge bolts etc but I suspect that the bilge plates have rusted quite badly in their cases. 

One of the 'recommended' modifications to the Skipper 17 is to provide rain water/spray drainage from the cockpit. Dependant on the trim of the boat the transom drain holes tend not to drain water completely from the cockpit and a common fault is to have a pool of water ever present at the forward end just at the step to the companion way. Basically two small drain holes are drilled into the cockpit floor and these are connected via small-bore plastic pipe to the two bilge plate cases. Water can then drain away down via the bilge keels. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   08-11-04 19:48

I have owned my Skipper (number 622) for just over a year. I managed to get a few trips in last year but none this year due to lack of wind !

I've only launched from Levington on the Orwell but I hope to try somewhere on the Deben and Brightlingsea soon.

Regarding previous comments, I phoned Ralph last year who was very helpful with advice but says he has been very busy writing a book. I have also spoken to Dave Smith who keeps his boat at Titchmarsh Marina on the Walton Backwaters. 

I asked at the London boat show about a spinnaker or a cruising chute. With no backstay, I was advised to go for a cruising chute and put a sheave in the mast above the forestay attachment. Even though I gave the same dimensions to all the manufacturers they all quoted different sizes!! I opted for a cruising chute from Arun Sails at 141 square feet. It looks good (green and white stripes) but I haven't tried it in anger yet.

Does someone know how much mast rake I should have? My mast is the sort that doesn't have spreaders. I have it in my head from somewhere there should be either 3 or 6 inches from the base of the mast rearwards to a verticle line from the top of the mast. Can anyone help. Also, how do most people carry an anchor. I've fitted a bow roller but my anchor is not the sort you can leave permentally fitted and ready to go. 

I would like to hear from East coast sailors who want to meet up on the water. 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.as1.cre.castlerea.eircom.net)

Date:   08-14-04 11:31

Reply to Chris Breeze,

Firstly, contact Ted Jones via the DCA (Dinghy Cruising Association) or via email. He used to sail a Skipper 17 and had a really great system of deploying and recovering his anchor from the cockpit without the need to go forward. I have a written description of his system (somewhere, I have still to unpack things nearly a year after moving) and will try to locate and contact you but do try him in the meantime.... he is one of the most helpful sailors I have ever had the pleasure to know, a real gent!

Your boat certainly has different rigging to mine. My boat has both a forestay and adjustable backstay with spreaders and both uppers and lowers for shrouds. Do let us know how you get on with your new cruising chute and where you put or re-positioned any required deck hardware.

You seem to have met the right people so far, Dave Smith has been very helpful to me in the past (via correspondence, I've never met him). He knows and has sailed with both Ted and Ralph. 

What sort of book is Ralph Birkinshaw authoring? 

In the mean time, good sailing! 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Hardy (---.webport.bt.net)

Date:   08-21-04 08:56

We have what has been described as a Mk II boat (post 1985) recognisable from its black mast with spreaders, black boom and full interior moulded head and side lining. This seems to be the final development of Skipper 17 before it became an Eagle 525.

When purchased there was a new mainsail without sail number and we have not been able to find any hull identification so its exact build date and details are lost in the past. If anyone knows where we might find any details please let us know. The trailer with the boat is a braked Rapide dated 1986 and appears to be original. Again if anyone knows of a boat called Mallard that was at Salcombe and may in the past have been owned by a K Watson please let us know.

We are undertaking a COMPLETE refurbishment, practically a re-build, helped because one of our sons is a professional boat builder. The keels are now out and are definitely over-size being 17” deep as against the normal 14”. Has anyone else had damage to the keel box tops through the keels hitting the box top when lowering? We have repaired ours from the outside, which was not as difficult as anticipated. We have also had considerable gel-coat degradation to the rear of the cockpit and on the side decks, not osmosis (we are told by the experts) but probably from air in the mix during building. This has now all been ground out and re-gel coated. We have put five layers of glass mat/resin inside the hull where the trailer supports go as some additional strength at this point, probably over-engineering but….. With a total refurbishment we need any information that is available, no matter how small so help in any way will be welcome. In return we can offer our experiences as we go along plus we are taking a lot of photographs which might help in the future. 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Hardy (---.ilford.mdip.bt.net)

Date:   08-21-04 16:57

To Werner Cook

You have replaced your Skipper 17 side windows, what did you use and were there any particular difficulties? 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   08-22-04 21:12

Just come back from a weekend sail on the Orwell and Stour with my father. Launched at Suffolk Yacht Haven, Levington. (very steep and I went base over apex on the slime at the bottom. I slid ungracefully so that I submerged 3/4 of myself, bruising arm, leg, back and wrist in the process) Cracking good sail to the Stour before retracing our steps with a plan to berth at Ipswich. The wind died and the tide turned so we stopped at Wolverstone for the night. Good meal at Royal Harwich Yacht Club (next door to Wolverstone).

Sunday morning no wind and the outboard refused to start. Managed to get a tow out into the river and catch the breeze. The new cruising chute worked very well. I fitted a new sheave to the mast about 3 inches above the forestay for the uphaul. I have a pulley block on the fore deck attached to what I presume is the old jib halyard attachment. I have a line (with a snap shackle) long enough that it reaches the cockpit (I will fit a simple cleat to the top of the coach roof to secure it. I held it fast on the cleat for the keel) For the clew, I have a long line with a snap shackle in the middle. Its long enough to go from the cock-pit round the front of the boat to the same point on the other side. So far, I am using a pulley block tied to the leading upright of the push-pit and using the genoa cam cleat to take the strain if I can't hold it by hand. Its not quite right as the direction of pull is wrong but it will do for a start. To launch, I hauled it up the mast, pulled the tack into position and then adjusted the sheet. Then rolled the genoa away. To lower - unroll the genoa, let the tack off so it comes aft and within reach and then lower and stuff into the cabin. I wasn't very windy but it worked a treat. We were certainly holding our own with much larger boats along the Orwell. Off to the outboard menders tomorrow (more expense) and if that doesn't work I will do Basil Faulty and give it a "dam good thrashing"

Regards to all 

Chris Breeze and 'Mustard Pot' ....... the one with the green and white striped cruising chute! 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.as1.cre.castlerea.eircom.net)

Date:   08-24-04 00:41

Reply to John Hardy Ref Window Replacement,

I used 6mm perspex (ICI Acrylic) with a slight grey smoke tint. Since the curve of the cabin sides are quite pronounced I decided that this type of plastic material would follow the curve more easily without introducing too much stress. Polycarbonate is often recommended but I felt that it would be more brittle and would not 'bend to shape' as readily as perspex. (I may well be wrong in assuming this). I used the original windows as a template but rather than use the original counter sunk self tapping screws to fix the sheet on I drilled out the holes in the cabin sides and used M4 round head machine screws with large washers and dome head nuts on the inside of the cabin. A generous fillet of good quality silicon sealant was applied and allowed to partially cure (this prevents the sealant from being squirted out as the screws are tightened) before laying on and 'bolting' the perspex panel through the cabin sides. I also made sure that the clearance holes in the perspex were generous (to allow thermal expansion/contraction of the perspex). Each fixing bolt had a white plastic cup washer and hinged cap (the type you can buy in any DIY outlet) on the outside, the theory being to allow thermal movement of the perspex under the head of the screw and to effectively form a waterproof seal around the screw. The perspex was cut to shape by using the template and the edge was routed to a bull nose profile by a signage company who offered the cheapest quote at the time. If I had to do the profiling myself I would cut the outline with a slow speed electric jig saw or even better a band saw but I don't think I would attempt to rout the edges. Perhaps a slight chamfer via hand filing. It turned out that they had many commissions from other boat owners but their core business was signage for shop fronts etc. The cost for their service was I think about £45 per window which compared extremely favourably with 'pukka' marine window suppliers. 

So far they have lasted well being out in all weathers for the last 2 years. There is no sign of stress cracking or of crazing and I have suffered no leaks. If a leak should develop then I would tighten up the screws a little more to compress the silicon fillet and hopefully reseal. I am not quite happy with the protruding dome head nuts on the inside of the cabin since I am conscious of the potential hazard of hitting ones head on these protruding bits of metal. I am still on the lookout for a suitable large diameter plastic mushroom head type buffer that might be push fixed to these nuts and thus provide a safe landing for the scull. I am on to a possible source from a plastics company who I have yet to arrange the procurement of a sample, if it works out I'll pass on the info.

Hope this helps.

Werner. Skipper 1015 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Dave Smith (---.www.demon.net)

Date:   08-29-04 09:57

Hello All,

Just found this forum, and thought that I would introduce my self.

I know that I've spoken to some members by phone in the past and I know Ted Jones and Ralph Burkinshaw.

My boat is called "Mischief" sail No.350 and is kept at Titchmarsh Marina, Walton-on-the-Naze.

I have sailed most of the east coast from Snape to Havengore in her over the last ten years, often single handed. I have also trailed to Rutland Water and Chichester Harbour (Dell Quay) for trips to the Isle of Wight.

Cheers for now,

Dave 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   08-30-04 20:51

General message to all

I believe that Ralph Burkingshaw and Malcolm McDonald may be getting the Skipper 17cruising association back up and running. I think they are trying to get a list of owners together. I found the information at the following

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/skipper17/messages/33

Chris Breeze. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n06.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   08-31-04 14:31

Thanks, Chris-

Yes, Ralph and I are in contact about the organisation of the Skipper 17 Owners' Association - and that includes the Mariner 17 and the Eagle 525, of course. I have made attempts to contact everyone who has contributed to this forum, but if by chance I have not succeeded in reaching YOU please reply to me at my hotmail address. I feel obliged to confess that I am something of a newcomer to the S17, and for that reason, all correspondence, news info, history, logs etc etc are very welcome. I am glad to see this forum is running again too!

With all good wishes,

Malcolm McDonald 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   08-31-04 20:35

Peter re your sails.

I have spoken to Jeckels sail makers and they have the speck for the Skipper sails. Hope that helps.

Chris 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n06.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   09-02-04 09:22

Hello, everyone,

If anyone has any brochures, drawings, sailing reviews or other articles relating to the S17, I would very much appreciate a copy. You could scan them and send them to my hotmail address

or post them to me.

I shall return them of course.

I am creating a database of boats as and when I can discover snippets of information. As well as the obvious things like boat name and sail number I thought it might be useful to include such details as hull moulding number, SSR registration number and engine type and number, so that if perchance you happen to need this information (in the event of an engine theft, for instance) you know that there is a central information point to refer to if you need to.

Can I ask you to contact me on my hotmail address rather than at any other e-address so that if I happen to be away from home (which I sometimes am) I can deal with correspondence more easily.

All the best,

Malcolm McDonald 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Robin Shaw (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   09-08-04 21:10

Skipper17 sail no. 1014 "Morning Star" moored at Hickling on the Norfolk Broads.

Have just found this site after second season of sailing. Being 50ish with heart trouble I have fitted A frame and double bloc for mast lowering. The tabernacle had a slot and pin rather than hole and bolt, so changed that. C&J Marine Chichester, 01243 785485, still carry the plans for boom tent and spray hood. 

I would love to hear from what seems to be a new association for the S17.

Robin Shaw 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n10.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   09-09-04 15:04

Thanks for the useful info, Robin. I know a number of owners have been looking for a boom tent. I have contacted you privately at your email address. Malcolm McDonald 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Robin Shaw (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   09-13-04 19:58

To Malcolm McDonald re previous message, glad contact for boom tent was of use; have had no e-mail contact as yet.

Can anyone offer help on this problem? When I put my rudder down fully so that it stands vertical, similar to many other rudders on other types of yachts, I get little or no steerage, but if I lower the blade only 3/4, a bit like a dinghy, I get instant response and can sail very close to the wind, even with both keels down. Is this just me, or is it a common trait with the Skipper17? 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   09-14-04 13:36

Robin,

Sorry I can't help with your problem, mine works fine with it fully down.

My query is with the rope that holds the rudder down.

It is too stiff to pull down but as I have long arms I push it down and cleat it off on the tiller. I'm worried what would happen if I hit the bottom hard. I've thought of putting a length of 'bungy' on the line but as the rudder appears to be very bouyant I'm not sure if it would hold it. Any ideas?

Regards to all.

Chris Breeze. (Mustard Pot) 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Robin Shaw (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   09-16-04 18:10

To Chris,

I also have problems pushing down the rudder, have to use a boathook over the stern. Yesterday compared the design with a wayfarer rudder and the problem becomes obvious, the chord emerges through a hole too far towards the back of the rudder. I have actually touched bottom with the rudder chord cleated under the tiller, and it released its self quite easily, so no worries there.

To Malcolm,

Thanks for message, look forward to founding of the Owners Assoc.

Regards, Robin 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Kevin Whichello (---.range81-154.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   09-17-04 15:05

Hi Malcolm,

Just received your email detailing the progress thus far regarding setting up the owners association. I have a PBO trailer sailer article which covers the Skipper 17, as well as others, a copy of which I shall put in the post.

Many thanks for your hard work, Kevin. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Hardy (---.ilford.mdip.bt.net)

Date:   09-26-04 19:19

To Werner Cook and others,

Werner, thanks for info on the replacement windows, our best quote so far has been over £120 each but we are still looking.

Having been abroad I have only just gone back into this group. I can’t seem to get the groups.yahoo.com group but it could be me rather than the group’s fault.

One of the S17s we looked at had an alloy rudder and another one had a lead shoe fitted, either of these would probably help to keep the rudder down. Not yet having sailed our boat I don’t know the problem first hand.

There seem to be a number of different S17s from Skipper early model; Mariner; then post’85 S17, sometimes described as MkII with full internal moulding for the cabin sides and top as well as the internal mouldings below gunwale level plus black boom and mast, the mast fitted with spreaders (which is what we have) and eventually the whole thing seems to have metamorphosed into the Eagle 525. Does anyone know the differences and who built which? I know Morton built the E525 but don’t know much about the others.

Has anyone tried fitting an outboard well (as per Eagle 525) rather than the outboard bracket? Not yet having used the boat a bracket mounted outboard may be perfectly alright but I will appreciate any views on these two options.

Regards to all

John Hardy

“Mallard”

(sail number not known) 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (159.134.184.---)

Date:   09-28-04 01:38

Reply to John Hardy with reference to the outboard well on the Eagle 525.

Some personal thoughts:

At first glance the idea of an outboard well looks attractive, it did to me at one time. However it should be noted that the outboard well as fitted to the Eagle 525 will not allow the outboard engine to be tilted. Obviously it is important when sailing only to reduce the drag that would be induced by the outboard skeg still being immersed in the water. The engine has to be lifted completely out of the well, dismounted and stored in the cockpit. I am told by at least one Eagle owner that it is often just too much bother to withdraw the engine and in consequence the Eagle's sailing performance is much reduced. remember that a decent size engine of at least 5hp is reccomended for this size of craft and 5 hp engines are still hefty items to be man-handling on a rolling boat.

When an outboard engine is fitted to the transom as on the Skipper 17 with a patent lifting bracket, the engine can be lifted with ease and then tilted. The only advantages that I can personally see to having an outboard well is the better rudder response at slow speeds such as when manoeuvring in a confined marina this is due to having the prop forward of the rudder blade. Engine monitoring is better and if any running repairs are required one can assume that it would be better to tinker in the safer confines of the cockpit rather than reaching over the stern. 

The Skipper cockpit is a lot roomier without an outboard well and there is much less exhaust gas eddying around when the engine is at the back. One disadvantage to transom hung engines that might not be obvious is the risk that the rudder might swing up after hitting a shallow spot for example and with the rudder blade now laying horizontal any tiller movement in the wrong direction would result in the blade being chewed up by the whirling engine prop. Certainly my boat's rudder blade showed scars from a previous conflict with an outboard prop when I first bought her.

Swings and roundabouts I suppose but I have to say that when talking to other Skipper and Eagle owners on the subject these advantages and disadvantages seem well recognised.

Werner Cook

Skipper 1015 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.dial.cvx01.knor.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   09-29-04 21:24

Werner,

Agree with your comments on the Eagle 525 outboard well. A key advantage with this arrangement is that it makes the boat more seaworthy. I.e. in a seaway with the boat pitching, the prop is less likely to break the surface and lose traction, as it is nearer the centre of pitching & more likely to be buried in the wave. This arrangement is closer to a traditional inboard on larger sailing vessels. An outboard on a transom bracket is more likely to lift out of the water and over rev etc as it is further away from the centre of pitching & more likely to be in a less favourable position along the wave. One solution could be a longshaft outboard but manufacturers do not recommend the prop being set too low as it can affect performance / reliability.

Rgds

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Robin Shaw (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   10-07-04 22:05

Two general questions if anyone could help. I have a S17 Mk2, black mast etc, twin drop keels. This winter I intent removing the keels for some severe maintenance. Do the keels have a bolt through each plate, or are they "hooked" onto the bolt. Any advice on removal / replacement would be much appreciated.

Also, reading reports which compare the Skipper17 with the Eagle525, there seems to be much play on the increase of internal ballast in the change over between models. In the past, with mainly wooden boats, I have expected to add internal ballast, sometimes in the form of plastic bags of shingle from builders yards, as they are easily carried and stowed, but soon add up to the required weight, and tend to be stable in rough weather. Has anyone tried this type of thing in the S17. One concern I have is that the only stowage space is under each bunk; OK for fore and aft trim, but does it allow for more stability, and therefore a happier female crew?

Look forward to any experiences / suggestions.

Regards, Rob. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: John Hardy (---.ilford.mdip.bt.net)

Date:   10-14-04 18:32

Response to Robin Shaw

Keels have bolts through with large nylon type inserts into the keels so that the bolts pass through inserts not metal to metal. I put a trolley jack under the keel, disconnected the lifting wire so it could run free, removed the bolts and lowered the keels one at a time out of the keel slot. It took a lot less time and effort than expected but I still have yet to but them back!

Regarding ballast, the keels on our S2 are heavier/deeper than the specification, we are returning to the original size spec. but drilling each keel so that if required we can add some additional bolt-on weight to the section that remains outside the keel boxes. Not ideal but possibly better than internal ballast.

Don't know if this is any help. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.as1.cre.castlerea.eircom.net)

Date:   10-16-04 10:50

Response to John Hardy (Bolt-on weights to Keels)

My Skipper came with two bolt-on weights attached to the bottom of each keel plate. I couldn't at first make out what they were; I thought that they might have been either weights or anodes. I subsequently found out from a friend who knew a little of the history of my boat and indeed I spoke to a previous owner who had actually fitted these weights which confirmed what they were. I have a photo of these weights and if you are interested I can email a copy attachment if you like. I am told that these weights make the boat a little stiffer, ie the boat heels a little less than without the added weights. They are half round or semi-spheres through bolted, I suppose they could be described as 4 weights but 2 weights split in half is a better description. They measure approx 4 inches diameter and have been painted over with anti-fouling as is the rest of the keel plate. I really don't know what they weigh each and indeed what they are made of. I suspect it is lead. I will try a magnet on them which might give a clue, I'll let you know.

I intend to remove my keels to either renovate them (shot-blast and re-galvanize) or replace them, perhaps with stainless steel. Your brief description of the removal procedure was particularly interesting, thank you. May I ask, did you lift the boat off the trailer to allow the keels to be withdrawn?

Thanks again

Werner Cook

Skipper 1015 

Re: skipper ballast 

Author: marc (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   10-16-04 12:14

Hello I am wondering if any one can help me with some information on the skipper 17 keels. I have just brought a s17, and it has two small fixed bilge type keels, and one fixed centre keel about two foot long with a lead bulb attached, the problem I have, is it draws 3ft and as I will be lake sailing I’m sure it will be a pain in the rear getting it in and out, I have booked it in at a boatyard to have the centre keel chopped off or shortened, but the owner is concerned that it may not be left with enough ballast, I can’t help him as i am new to sailing can anyone help out there as i am moving soon to Ireland and need the work done pretty quickly many thanks 

re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: jay bryan (80.41.75.---)

Date:   10-23-04 16:56

Hi all

I would like a twin keel S17 but there are lots of single keels around, can anyone tell me if the single keel takes to much room up in the cabin. Anyone around LIVERPOOL or the DEE i could have a look.

good sailing jay 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: john hardy (---.webport.bt.net)

Date:   10-26-04 17:49

Response to Werner Cook.

Yes please send photos of keels with extra weights. 

The trailer that came with the S17 is 2 wheel. I lowered the front of the trailer to the ground, placed axle stand each side and a heavy steel box section on these stands so that it touched the central keel behind the last trailer roller, then, using a trolley jack, lifted the front of the trailer. With the pivot point being at the wheels, as the front came up the back tried to go down and became suspended on the crossbeam. I then raised the front as high as possible and repeated the exercise close to the front of the boat, as the trailer was lowered all weight came onto the two cross beams. My wife was able to steady the boat while I placed props under each side. The trailer was then pulled forward to clear the keels, additional props and under centre keel chocks were put in place and the whole thing is as secure as if it were on its trailer. We have a piggy back trailer, designed and built originally for our Shipmate Senior at some considerable cost because we had everything made adjustable so once all of the work is completed the S17 will go onto that.

As a follow-on to replacing windows, our latest quote is over £100 each so we are still looking at alternatives.

Response to Marc.

Are you sure you have a S17? I would suggest the removal of keels to be less than wise. We are looking at adding weight not taking it off and I have done the specific stability calculations based on the boat and its equipment. You may have a single keel S17 where someone has added a fixed keel in place of the original lifting keel - it doesn't sound too healthy and you may find it essential to add fixed bilge keels but this is a major design change. Strongly recommend that you get some professional advice before considering sailing a boat with reduced ballast. I am relatively new to S17s but have been involved with boats of over 40 years and had several years at sea in command of research vessels, merchant ships and even moving oil rigs and my strongest advice is to get someone who understands stability calculations to do the sums for you before reducing the keel even if you are only sailing on lakes. It could be a fatal error, boats have less buoyancy in fresh water than in salt and winds on lakes can be very nasty. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n10.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   10-28-04 15:39

To all readers:

Just a note to say 'thank you' to those who sent me completed forms and articles about the Skipper 17 in its various versions. I have been out of the country for a while, and have tried to keep up a skeleton correspondence, but am only now getting round to dealing with my snail mail. The discussion here seems to be as lively as ever, and I am giving the site address to all enquirers. You will be glad to know that enquiries about membership of the owners' association are still coming in. I hope to be able to produce another circular e-newsletter within the next three weeks. If anyone has interest in website production, I could do with some help in that department! It looks like a lot of keels will be coming out this winter, including mine!

Best wishes,

Malcolm 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Robin Shaw (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   11-01-04 22:04

To Malcolm,

you say you will be producing another e-newsletter within the next three weeks, but where can I obtain a copy of the previous one?

As for ballast, I am in contact with Jon Rogan to compare results, and for me the answer may well be cast iron sash window weights, cylindrical, easy to place, and weighing 8 lbs each. I will keep in touch with results.

Rob 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jim Staveley (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   11-04-04 19:12

I have a Skipper 17, single drop keel. I'd love to know its year of manufacture. Its sail number is 31, so I guess its pre 1968. Can anyone enlighten me??

Its got a huge cockpit area which makes it great for sailing with up to 6 adults in comfort. I once had 10 adults in it this summer!!! but this huge cockpit is at the expense of a tiny 'cabin. 

Shes been moored in Norfolk for the past 25 years and I'm restoring her to her former glory this winter.

Does anyone know what alternative dingy sails I might get away with using as storm sails?

Regards Jim 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Mark Randles (---.l2.c3.dsl.pol.co.uk)

Date:   11-17-04 09:13

Hi...

I own a Skipper 17 (twin keel model) which is on a swinging mooring which does dry out on Spring tides.

I seem to have a problem with one of the keels sticking up. I have no doubt 

that this is caused by mud and sand but I was wondering if anyone has 

the same problem, and if so, how to release the keel without having to take off the guide tubes and knock the keel down with bar and hammer!!

Regards.

Mark 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   11-18-04 10:38

To all readers.

I was wondering how many owners have electronic instruments or lights on their boats. I have nothing on mine as it came like that. I saw a Eagle 525 in Wolverstone this summer with what looked like the full spread of instruments + nav lights.

Do you need instruments?

How do you power them?

Your views and experiences would be appreciated. 

Regards.

Chris Breeze. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Dave Smith (---.zqwdrqsz.com)

Date:   11-18-04 13:25

To Chris Breeze,

I have navigation lights and interior lights on my boat.

I also have a socket mounted on the cabin top that can be used for plugging in an anchor light (home made) or torch etc.

Another very useful item is a cigarette lighter socket that is used for charging my mobile phone or powering the GPS (Garmin 45XL)

All this is powered from a 12V leisure battery that I charge up at home and stow under the starboard cockpit seat aft. All the wiring is led via a fuse/switch box to a couple of crocodile clips in the transom. When I arrive it's then just a matter of putting the battery in place and connecting up the two clips.

This has worked fine for me and the battery will easily last four or five days without any trouble.

If you are in the area I am based in Titchmarsh Marina and you are more than welcome to have a look.

Regards,

Dave.

ps. I will be heading down Friday pm for a few days aboard. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   11-19-04 09:26

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n10.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   11-29-04 15:02

To Mark Randles,

Sticking keels are a common problem, especially when they have started to rust a bit, and bind inside the cases. Most people seem to have to use a bit of gentle coaxing at some time or another.

There is no need to dismantle anything to get them to lower, but the job is more easily done on a trailer than afloat.

Working underneath the boat, put a smallish G-clamp on the most forward part of the keel, and another on the aftermost part. Insert a longish piece of wood from aft through the spaces in the G-clamps so that it projects from aft. This can be used as a lever to work the keels up and down. Don't forget to uncleat the lifting tackle first! Getting a mate to pour water down the tube from above will help to wash away any mud etc

Good luck.

By the way, would you like me to send you details of the Owners' Association?

Malcolm McDonald 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Tim Wainwright (---.th.ifl.net)

Date:   12-06-04 12:19

I have a s17 which I bought last April and love. Had a great summer sailing her, but am interested to know if there is an owners association or any other place from which to get information, ie a new cocpit tent etc. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n10.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   12-09-04 11:10

Dear Tim,

News of Owners" Association has been sent to you.

As regards a cockpit tent, you should find that C & J Marine will quote for you. They can be contacted at 01243-785485.

Regards,

Malcolm McDonald 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Tim Wainwright (---.th.ifl.net)

Date:   12-09-04 13:33

Thanks Malcolm.

You should have a reply sent to you re my boats details, brochures etc.

Does anyone know whether a 1200cc Fiat Punto would pull a skipper?

Tim 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   12-17-04 20:24

Tim.

You need to find the manufacturers plate, a small aluminium plate often found riveted to the inner wings or bulkhead in the engine compartment. This will give you weights you can carry and tow. I should be able to find out from data we have at work by the end of next week. If I can I'll send to you.

Regards.

Chris 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   12-22-04 20:27

Message to all.

I toyed with the idea of making a laminated curved tiller for my boat. (to clear my long legs) I used to have an article from PBO about making a tiller but I had a clear-out recently and chucked it. On contacting a timber supplier I was quoted over £200 for 8 thin strips of wood (light and dark wood) + VAT.

My tiller is just a straight piece of pine, tapered to where you hold it. I've fitted a tiller extension for added flexibility but I think a curved one would be better practically and enhance the look of the boat.

Any thoughts and ideas would be gratefully received.

Regards with seasons to all Skipper 17 owners.

Chris Breeze. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Steve Masterson (---.cache.pol.co.uk)

Date:   01-01-05 21:06

Message to all.

I have always liked the look of the Skipper 17, and low and behold my son gave me one last week, so yesterday (new years eve) we decided to try it out. Strange! no backstay, thought these had twin keels, (mines a single), what do you attach the mainsheet to? Where’s the cocktail cabinet?

Launching it was easy, didn't even get my feet wet, and as the wind was a bit gusty we decided to play safe, so robbed the old yacht of its outboard, lifejackets, flares, Fosters etc and set sail.

We found it to be very skittish until my son had the brilliant idea to lower the keel, wow! what a difference, loved the way it handled, brought back memories of dinghy sailing, and even though we were hit by some good gusts it felt very stable, darkness forced us back to the bay but we left it on the mooring, hoping for some more fun today, however a force nine gale put paid to that. Recovery was as easy as the speedboat, I'm so used to standing up to my chest in water, trying to get the old bilge keeler onto the trailer that this was such a welcome relief. The cockpit is a lot bigger than the larger yachts I've owned, so all I need is seat cushions and find out where this mainsheet is meant to be attached at the stern, for a quick trip around Anglesey to be in order.

Skipper 90 something (will look closer at the number next time, "honest"). 

Towing a skipper 

Author: Tim Wainwright (---.lns.access.uk.tiscali.com)

Date:   01-04-05 20:06

Chris

Thanks for the info. I also called Fiat UK and they suggest that the 1.2 will tow 1000kg.

This should be OK as I think the Skippers come in at about 750kg depending on what is being carried. But it still seems a small engine to be towing a boat. You don't see many small cars towing 17ft cabin cruisers!

Has anyone any experience of towing and advice for this engine size?

Thanks

Tim 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.n10.bir.dial.ntli.net)

Date:   01-05-05 14:01

To Chris Breeze:

£200 seems outrageous to me. Have you thought of buying a sheet of 5 or 6 mm Far Eastern marine ply and cutting it into strips? One sheet (at about 20 pounds) should be enough for a tiller plus one to spare, I would have thought, though you will lose the light/dark effect.

To Steve Masterson:

Congratulations on your 'new' boat. The Skipper 17 has been through various reincarnations. You might like to know there is an owners' association. If you email me I will be able to send you some information 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Stephen Masterson (---.glfd.dial.virgin.net)

Date:   01-13-05 00:33

To Malcolm McDonald:

Thanks for the info, I would be interested in the owners association and will be e-mailing you shortly, Not been able to get out sailing it again this year, but if this wind ever drops to force seven I might be tempted! Meanwhile have been looking at fitting a forward glass hatch to the cabin, all the other Skippers seem to have them, and it looks quite a useful item to have. 

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Verdino (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   01-18-05 22:24

Hello All

Just bought a Skipper 17 that is in need of a lot of hard work. I will also need a lot of advise from any one that is kind enough to respond to the many questions I will no doubt be asking. For the moment I need any owners manuals or rigging details that might be available, I will pay of course.

Also need a Jib/genoa as mine is missing if not details of Luff leach and foot lengths - I know of a jib for sale but don't know if it will do. I may be interested in a main sail also as mine is a bit tired or again dimensions.

Been reading with interest all your questions and answers. To Malcolm McDonald I would be interested in a newsletter if you would be ok for me to contact you by email.

Many thanks in anticipation.

Kind regards.

Nick 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Johnson (---.icl.co.uk)

Date:   01-24-05 13:30

For interest Morton boats no longer build the Eagle525 - can't compete with French imports apparently!

Nick Johnson

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/johnson.nick/boat.htm 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: graham Brett (---.l1.c2.dsl.pol.co.uk)

Date:   02-05-05 16:43

Dear Werner

Very interested in your mod re drain holes at the forward end of the cabin. I have an Eagle525 which has the same problem. Would like to know the internal dia of the tubing you used and how it is sealed at either end.

To anyone having trouble with the rudder lifting I recommend investing in a "tiller-tamer". I fitted one to a Skipper 17 I previously owned and now have one on the Eagle. Basically it is a cleat with a cam that can be adjusted to release at a given load. I set it to release sooner rather than later and find it works a treat. It is made by Davis in the USA but is available here for about £20.

Regards

Graham 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: grant phillips (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   02-06-05 19:45

Hello all, 

I have had a skipper 17 "KERENZA" for 18 months and have been cruising Mounts Bay, Penzance. Isles of Scilly this season. A great little boat I think, nimble, simple & roomy for day sailing. I leave her on a drying mooring (sand) all season with no trouble.

I have a spinnaker that I haven’t used yet as I am concerned about the lack of a backstay. What are your experiences?, I like the idea of adding weight to the keel. If I add it to one side might it stop the keels banging in their boxes?

Any info on the skipper 17 and your thoughts on spinneys/keels will be most welcome.

to Malcome McDonald;- please phone me as I am just down the road - in Boscaswell village 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.onspeed.com)

Date:   02-09-05 00:02

Hello Graham Brett,

With reference to your question regarding the cockpit drain holes (and I do mean cockpit and not the cabin, your post said cabin which I think might be a mistake).

A previous owner had done this modification to my boat so I can't take any credit. I have spoken to other S17 owners who have either got the same mod or had heard of it so it seems to be quite a common thing to do.

Basically it consists of drilling 2 holes through the forward end of the cockpit floor (sole) right in the two corners below the cabin entrance and drilling a further two holes in the side of the two pulley rope guide tubes for the keel plates. (below the two removable box sections either side of the door where the tubes can be seen above each quarter bunk) I guess that these holes are about a quarter inch to three eighths of an inch (6.5mm to 10mm in diameter and have had what looks like a plastic or nylon mini spigot hose connector glassed/epoxied in to these drilled holes. A length of clear plastic hose (Beer Hose) is connected between each pair of plastic hose connectors and secured with a small stainless steel hose clip (Jubilee Clip). Any water (spray or rain) that collects at the forward end of the cockpit is then able to drain down through these tubes into the two keel box's to join the 'oggin'. I have seen clear plastic hose and suitable spigot hose connectors in DIY stores like B&Q and Focus DIY right next to ropes/chain and bungee cord display/dispenser stands.

It seems to work except for the odd time (perhaps every 6 months or so) when the tubes get clogged with debris. A gentle poke with a thin piece of copper wire (earth conductor from twin and earth electrical cable) soon has the water draining out again.

If you decide to do this modification then I would recommend that you seal the inner surfaces of the drilled holes with plenty of epoxy during the gluing in of the hose connectors. This is especially important for the cockpit sole since most Skippers were built with a balsa cored GRP sole. The balsa core must be prevented from being in contact with moisture since this will otherwise soon rot between the two layers of GRP and you'll end up with a spongy cockpit sole. 

Regards

Werner 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.onspeed.com)

Date:   02-09-05 01:42

Boat Electrics

Thought I'd mention a couple of things regarding electrics for the benefit of any other S17 owner who wants to have a go at installing same. 

Like Dave Smith's boat I have electrics installed on my boat. Amongst several electrical bits of kit I inherited two bulkhead mounted instruments ( a Log and Depth Sounder) and also a steering compass which had an inbuilt light. The electrics were well past its sell-by date with corroded connectors and badly routed cables and wires but worst of all was a previous owners idea of mounting a whopping great stereo speaker right under the compass! (It locked the compass on a permanent heading of 132 deg if I remember right.)

Anyway I decided that I'd renovate the electrics and indeed extend the system to include a few extras. I really have gone a little too far and have installed more than many a boat twice her size but there you go, she is my pocket yacht! The following are some of the electrical facilities on my boat:

Cabin Lights (one fluorescent and one low current drain LED lamp),

One 12v cigar lighter type socket (like Dave's, for the GPS), 

One Buccaneer connector for the fixed VHF, 

Fore deck mounted Buccaneer connector for anchor light or 12v utility take off, 

One cockpit mounted Buccaneer connector for the inherited Autohelm, 

A mast head tri-colour navigation light, a mast mounted steaming light, 

A bow mounted Bi-colour navigation light and a stern mounted white light. 

All the lights and other 'loads' are controlled via a switch and fuse panel that I made from scratch and mounted inside the cabin. The switching arrangement is such that I can choose either mast head tricolour or bow/stern mounted nav lights but not both. A 'mimic' diagram of the boat with coloured LED's at the correct position show at a glance what is selected. 

All of the electrics are powered by a pair of 17Ah 'gel' batteries which are mounted in a plastic 'ammo box' style container with individual battery isolator switches and each battery has a main fuse in addition to the individual circuit fuses in the switch panel. The battery box is removable via a substantial water resistant plug socket arrangement. The battery box is mounted forward of the mast on the cabin sole where the original chemical loo would have been stowed (I don't like chemical loo's...they smell awful, and I mean the blue chemical smell.) My outboard engine has a lighting/charging output and this is connected to the batteries via another plug/socket arrangement at the rear of the cockpit. This tops up the batteries when motoring. I also have a small 5w solar panel but this has been used at home so far to keep the gel batteries topped up during the winter lay-up. To do a serious re-charge of the batteries I use a mains powered charger specifically made for these types of battery. By being careful with what is switched on I reckon I'd get two days or a good weekend out of the batteries before they show a definite discharged condition (about 11.8v). The biggest drain unsurprisingly is the autohelm but this is only ever used when I'm solo and I need to leave the tiller. My anchor light is a modified commercial nav light that I bought at a boat jumble and this now sports an array of 6 white high brightness LED's instead of the festoon filament lamp (very low current drain) and this is hoisted up on the spare spinny halliard and held taught with a length of bungee. A length of flex from the lamp connects to the buccaneer connector on the foredeck.

All cables are terminated in water tight or water resistant plugs/sockets or are passed through water tight glands. Though I used two and three core 1.0mm domestic flex for most of the low current circuits I also used heavier cables like heavy duty twin speaker cable used by the in-car-entertainment brigade (tinned de-oxygenated flexible) to supply the higher current loads e.g. the autohelm and used welders cables for the battery connections. All the cables were run as aesthetically as possible behind mouldings or in conduit which was glued to the GRP surfaces with a hot glue gun (lots of glue sticks!). Cables that needed to be run in bilge areas were kept high to avoid immersion in any bilge water. Cables going up inside the mast were left loosish to allow any passing halliards to have minimal abrasive effect. Cables were passed through rubber grommets at both the top of the mast at mid mast and at the bottom of the mast. 

A nice by-product of having a masthead tri-colour nav light is the illumination of the wind indicator at night.

The offending 80w stereo speaker was removed from the bulkhead and the large hole that was left was changed into a port-hole by using a suitable pair of plastic bezels as an inner and outer frame (another boat jumble find) and a piece of clear acrylic perspex for the glazing.

Don't buy water proof Buccaneer connectors from the chandlers, they over charge! I contacted the manufacturers and they passed on several electrical wholesalers addresses who upon enquiry were quite happy to sell these connectors to me (minimum order £5) at much more realistic prices inclusive of postage.

Regards

Werner Cook 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: grant phillips (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   02-10-05 22:47

To Warner Cook;- I agree with your views on chemical loos. a good old bucket serves "Kerensa" as a head/bucket. This is located in a ply board that also covers my battery in the same space, (i have drilled some holes for battery ventilation) leaving 8 inches behind for anchor & warp storage - keeping all the weight low & central. The boards are held in place with aluminium angle (B&Q) ss screws & pop rivets - neat.

When you fitted your tricolour did you run the wire through the mast or down a stay (as I did)? I charge my battery with a solar panel too, attached (by velcro) to the inside of the hatch.

I'm not surprised that your autohelm uses a lot of battery power, - it's a lively boat. I use a knotted bungee cord stretched between my mooring cleats to fasten the tiller for 15 - 30 seconds -to check the G.P.S. etc

To all ;- I really fancy adding weight to my (twin swinging) keels. my hull has concrete in the bilges - your thoughts please on an easy/ inexpensive way to do it.

to Malcolm McDonald;- I am interested in any newsletters, new or old. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.onspeed.com)

Date:   02-12-05 21:27

To Grant Phillips, reference electrics and adding weight to keels etc.

In a previous posting I described the two weights that were attached to my S17 (by a previous owner). It was supposed to make the boat a little stiffer (less prone to initial heeling). They are basically two split semi-hemispheres of lead (magnet won't attach when I tested it) of about 5 inches in diameter and through bolted so that each hemisphere is attached on either side of the plate. They look like two rather large anodes but of course they are not and have been painted with antifouling along with the rest of the keel plate(s) and hull. These weights being this particular shape would I suppose be the best shape to reduce drag. 

I have to say (as I have again in a previous posting) not yet sailed my S17. I bought her some 4 years ago now (how time flies) with the intention of refitting her and then sailing her mostly on the South coast. However circumstances of job and finally a move to live on the West Coast of Ireland have all conspired to delay my sailing dreams. Ah the priorities of life! The reason I mention this again is to make it clear that my refitting and modifications both from previous owners as well as those of my own doing are not yet sea proven. Please do not take my 'advice' as proven.

The high current consumption of the autohelm is not unexpected but again this bit of kit was fitted and used by a previous owner and used by two subsequent owners prior to my purchase of the boat. All owners (I have spoken to them all bar one who is deceased) tell me that the autohelm has proven to be very useful. My boat has also been fitted with a Davis Tillermate that performs a similar function to your Helm Impeader. If as you say you get up to 30 seconds of maintained course with this device I would be quite satisfied. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: grant phillips (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   02-14-05 20:07

to Warner Cook;- 

Thank you for your useful & honest input. Your s17 sounds well equipped & with 4 years prep she must be itching to get wet. Make it a "must do" this year, - you'll have a great time - they’re easy & fun to sail.

good luck & thanks again 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.kno.cvx.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   02-16-05 22:50

Re Steering Compass

I’m about to take the plunge and invest in a steering compass for my Skipper 17 and would appreciate advice from anyone who has one fitted to their boat or are thinking of doing so.

I have a budget limit of around 60 GBP and so far my choice is narrowed down to the Silva 70P and the Plastimo Mini C, with a slight preference for the former.

I intend to fit the compass to the upper inclined surface of the bulkhead where the severity of the angle precludes the selection of some of the more popular choices.

Thanks

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Verdino (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   02-17-05 00:10

Hello all

Stormalong 316

Just acquired the boat and she is in a bad state of neglect. I have a few questions for those that would help me.

I have stripped the hull of it's Dulux finish and would like to repaint with a good quality system. Any recommendations?

I also need to replace all halliards and sheets, does any one have any recommendations on sizes.

Also does anyone have a spare genoa for sale or know where I can purchase one. Would also be interested in a spinnaker or cruising chute.

The main is a bit dirty, Does any one know if the sail cleaning solutions one can buy is any good?

That's all for now.

Many thanks

Nick 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.onspeed.com)

Date:   02-18-05 22:36

Steering Compass

Dear Jon Rogan,

My S17 is fitted with a bulkhead mounted Saunto compass in about the same place that you mention. It’s on the starboard side. The rear of the compass protrudes through the bulkhead into the cabin and so both the outer cabin skin and also the inner moulding skin needed to be cut out to accommodate the compass. It would seem to be as good a place as any to locate a steering compass although the ideal would have been on the centre line of the boat if that were possible. It's perfectly viewable from either cockpit seat but one would need to use the offset 45 deg lubber line when seated on the port side (when on port tack). Be aware of any deviation inducing metal or electronics that may be near your chosen installation site. A previous posting of mine described what the result of a stereo speaker did to my compass! As always its worthwhile to make up a deviation card for your boat once the compass has been installed. Most compass manufacturers including the two you mention should give details of how to create a deviation card and also to adjust the compass if required. My only other thought would be to check that the main or centre lubber line of the compass is aligned parallel with the for and aft centre line of the boat during installation by packing out if necessary. The sloping bulkhead may not be at a true 90 degrees to the for/aft centre line.

Regards

werner 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Werner Cook (---.onspeed.com)

Date:   02-19-05 00:09

Paint job and sail clean.

Dear Nick Verdino

My S17 has been painted (Hull and top sides) with International single pack (no mixing of hardeners) yacht enamel. This was done by the person I bought the boat from. The original hull gelcoat was yellow but it is now painted blue. The top sides were painted with an off white or magnolia like colour to closely match the original gelcoat colour. He told me that he used the recommended undercoat after carefully cleaning and degreasing. The boat was used for 2 seasons before I purchased her and I have to say it looked very good except for the few scrapes/scratches where the original yellow shows through. 4 years on the paint is still intact (no peeling) and still reasonably shiny though I have to say very quickly that the boat has not sailed in that 4 years. The boat has however sat on its trailer outside with the topsides covered in a tarp. If that can be considered a recommendation then so be it. If I have a mind to strip the paint off at some stage then this should be possible with a chemical stripper designed to do the job on single pack paints without damaging the gelgoat underneath. I owned a GRP Wayfarer that had also been painted by a previous owner but in that instance they had used a two-pack paint. Some areas had not been prepared very well and the paint had subsequently lifted and peeled off. This is especially so of the more flexible panels on the boat. The two-pack paint system is very hard but not tolerant of flexing. The problem was then to find a matching paint to patch and match up the peeling paint or try to strip the paint off and start from scratch. Two pack paints are pretty immune to most chemical paint removers and those that might work are lethal to gel-coat! Abrasive removal might have worked if it were not for the fine stippling in areas of the gelcoat put there by the boat builder to act as an anti-slip surface. This would have suffered if the boat had been mechanically stripped. I don't think I would use a two-pack paint. 

Commercial sail cleaners generally get rid of soiling and will brighten up a used sail but don't expect miracles. I've used two products, Starbright and one other that I can't recall the name of. Both seemed to be as effective as the other. Rust stains, grease, blood and other stains will not be completely removed. These stains can be treated using separate chemicals but from what I have seen and read they will still not completely remove the stain. Green algae stains can be treated with meths (the green is chlorophyll just like in plant leaves) and methylated spirits does seem to help. I had green stains around brass eye cringles but these remained no matter what I tried. I spread the sail out on tarpaulin on a swept concrete surface and gently scrubbed the sail with a soft nail brush with the cleaner on the more obvious stains and used a really soft broom and a bucket of hand warm water on the general areas. The seam areas where the stitching is located seemed to really collect a lot of dirt and came out the best. (It’s a good way to check for frayed stitches) You get wet and your back and knees get sore. The sail was thoroughly rinsed with a hose before turning over and doing the other side. After that it was dried by attaching the clew to the top of a washing line post and pegging out the other two corners to allow good air drying before packing away. To be honest I did not at first see an improvement after treating the mainsail until I compared it with the similar aged and unwashed genoa. 

From several books and my own experience in dinghies as well as that fitted to my S17. Sheets should be sized to allow free running through blocks and fairleads but still be comfortable to handle. The sheet should also fit jammers correctly so that they cinch down snugly but can be pulled out easily when required. Generally the larger diameters of around 12mm are nice to handle but they still need to run free through deck fittings. 

Halyards need to be sized to suit the block sheaves, cleats and clutches (if fitted). The breaking strain should be at least twice the maximum load. If you go for the latest hi-tech but expensive Dyneema braided type materials they will be much thinner (about 3mm for the main halyard). They are exceptionally strong (often used instead of wire rigging on some boats) but are stiff and don't handle very nicely. Pre-stretched polyester (about 6mm for the main halyard) is cheaper and is much easier to coil and cleat. Look closely at the block sheaves (the rollers), especially at the mast head, the gap between the sheave and its neighbour or the block cheek should be smaller than the diameter of the halyard otherwise the halyard will jam in the gap when it jumps off the sheave (and it will jump off.) This problem is worse if the sheaves are in anyway worn or wobley as they turn. The halyard diameter might be fine but the sheaves and fulcrum pin might need replacing.

Have a look at rope manufacturers websites, eg Marlow Ropes for more info.

Regards

Werner 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: john Hardy (---.as15444.net)

Date:   02-19-05 17:09

More about keels.

Some boats seem to have suffered from the keels coming into contact with the top of the keel boxes, causing splitting and consequential ingress of water. Having manufactured a hardboard replica keel box and a hardboard replica keel my initial thoughts were to place a rubber shock absorbent material between keels and keel boxes. On reflection this will not work using the existing keel’s shape which may well not be original anyway. So, plan "b" is to use a stopper to prevent the keels going beyond 60%, which appears to be optimum. By using a stopper the keels are not in direct contact with the keel boxes, either at the front or at the top. Anyone used this or have any better ideas?

With regard to the keels banging in their boxes (Grant Phillips 6 Feb 2005) on our other boat we had this problem and stuck a small bit of carpet tile just into the inner edge of the keel box, we used Evostick and the carpet tile bit is still there after a couple of years, does the job and causes no problems.

Werner, your electrics sound impressive. We use a 75 amp/hr battery in a commercially available battery case on our present (usable) boat but keep it in the cockpit so as to facilitate gas venting. We also have a 17 amp car emergency starting power-pack as a standby. We only use cabin lights plus an all round white masthead, we have navigation lights with integral batteries plus a bl***y great 2,000,000 candle power torch. From practical experience I can tell you that a masthead tricolour or any other types of yacht navigation lights are very difficult to see from the bridge of a ship, especially where there is any form of reflection or even for some time after looking at an illuminated compass repeater or radar screen. A big torch onto the sails or even a flash across the bridge windows is the better bet. I am a great believer in strobes but they do not comply with the collision regs. Also on the subject of lights, a solar garden light will charge-up during the day and provide a useful cockpit or even low level cabin light, we’ve used one for several years. 

Finally, does anyone know how many versions there are of the S17? Perhaps at some time in the future we might arrange a get together and compare notes. 

John Hardy 

Mallard 

Re:Skipper 17 Rig. 

Author: David Laycock (---.server.ntli.net)

Date:   02-22-05 12:01

We have owned a 1977 Skipper 17 for three years and have enjoyed sailing her very much. However, our boat is not equipped with a topping lift, so, when raising the mainsail we have to fix the boom to the mast and thread the sail before hoisting. We have to do this away from the mooring, as access is rather restricted. It would be much better to have the boom fitted all the time like the later Eagle 525.

We would like to know if the boat was designed without a topping lift? Has anyone modified the rig to accommodate one? We would be grateful for a copy of the original rig plan if anyone has a copy! 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Verdino (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   02-22-05 22:08

To Werner Cook

Many thanks for the lengthy response; I will take the info on board, excuse the pun. Just popped into B & Q and was surprised to see a range of marine quality rope of various materials and sizes. I guess there's no harm in buying marine product from B & Q. Prices looked okay but will compare with other marine outlets.

Don't suppose you know of a spare genoa for sale?

Thanks again

Nick 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Mark Randles (---.l6.c1.dsl.pol.co.uk)

Date:   02-23-05 11:49

Hello.. Could someone help ref the set up for the sail outhaul?

My boat was missing some bits when I bought it and have had to have a good old guess on how to rig the outhaul. I have attached a small pulley on the end of the boom and then pass a small rope through the sail eye and back to the pulley. I then tension the sail as best I can, before tying of the rope over the boom. Not happy with it!!! Can anyone provide some advice?

Regards.

Mark 

Re:Skipper 17 Rig. 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   02-24-05 21:23

David. I've owned my boat for 2 years, (number 622, built approx 1983) and she came with a small black plastic fairlead screwed at the top of the mast on the starboard side. I've attached a small block to it and run a line from the upper of 2 'T' cleats at the base of the mast. (The lower 'T' cleat is used for the main.) I use this as a topping lift and although on the side of the mast and not the rear, it works very well.

Regards 

Chris. (Mustard Pot) 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   02-24-05 21:29

Mark.

I attach mine in the same way as it was like that when I bought her. I was contemplating fitting a fairlead cleat so I can adjust it on the move. I will be interested in how other owners do it.

Chris. 

Re: Skipper genoa 

Author: Nick Verdino (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   03-01-05 21:30

Dear All,

I have located a second-hand genoa that I think may be suitable for my Skipper. As I bought the boat with the genoa missing I have no idea of it's configuration. The boat has roller reefing on a rigid forestay tube I can't remember if this replaces the forestay or not. Anyway can anyone tell me if the genoa for this set up has a wire luff or a rope luff and presumably feeds up the tube. Any detail you can help me with will help me decide if the second hand genoa is suitable or not.

Many thanks

Nick 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.kno.cvx.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   03-01-05 21:45

Nick,

My Genoa has a bolt rope in the luff, and a tack which fastens to the base of the roller forestay via a pin. The forestay is slotted and has a small pulley at the head for the halyard to run back down to a small cleat at the base where it is made fast.

If you wish I can measure the Genoa as it is easy to hand.

Hope this helps

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Nick Verdino (---.in-addr.btopenworld.com)

Date:   03-01-05 23:42

Hi John

Thanks for the quick response. Looks like yours is the same configuration to mine as I have all these features. Thanks for the info. If you could measure it I would be grateful.

Many thanks

Nick 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   03-06-05 11:34

Jon and anyone who can help!

Talking about the genoa got me thinking. When the genoa is fitted to the roller system, what do you do with the length of rope left after you have tied it off? So far, I have just bundled it up and tried to keep it out of the way by jamming it between the taut section of rope and the roller. Sods law states that the rope decides to undo itself when coming into a harbour and gets wrapped around the drum when furling the genoa. What I want to know is, how can I have a join in the rope, so it's long enough to lower the genoa, but can be separated when the genoa is up and not have the bundle of rope ready to foul things up. Any ideas?

Regards to all.

Chris. 

email version of skipper 17 manual 

Author: Andy Olerud (---.201.onewest.net)

Date:   03-12-05 03:56

Hello,

Do any members of this group have an email version of the skipper 17 manual? 

I live in Idaho so email might be easiest but I'd be glad to pay for a mailed version if necessary. 

Thanks for the opportunity to participate on this web site. My wife and I got our boat this winter and can't wait to try it out this summer.

Happy sailing,

Andy Olerud

Driggs, Idaho 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Donald McSwein (---.asfd.broadband.ntl.com)

Date:   03-17-05 10:18

Anyone know of a Portsmouth Yardstick number for the Skipper 17 ? Preferably for the twin centreboard version. Or any local rating from any Yacht Club.

I need it to help a discussion with my club for this season.

Donald McSwein 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   03-18-05 22:21

One of the old messages from Tony Norwell on 26-11-03. He gives the handicap as 134.

Regards.

Chris. 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Dave Smith (---.zqwdrqsz.com)

Date:   03-23-05 12:36

I was away for a few days sailing over last weekend and had a good look at the identification label riveted inside the transom.

I knew that there was a number stamped on it (SK 546 78) but what I had not noticed before was a name and address etched on as well:-

ANDERSON RIGDEN & PERKINS LTD

THE SHIPYARD

WHITSTABLE

KENT

ENGLAND.

I also have the Richmond Marine label so can only assume that the other one is the distributor of the boat.

Does anyone else have a similar label?

Regards,

Dave. 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Jon Rogan (---.kno.cvx.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   03-23-05 22:28

Hi Dave,

I have a plastic label on the inside of the transom, but most of the black lettering has rubbed off long ago. Can only make out the words Richmond Marine & no others. My boat is '76 (I think).

I have an original colour brochure, which I got with the boat. It identifies Andersen Rigden & Perkins Ltd as the manufacturers, under licence from Richmond Marine. Both companies are also named as suppliers of the boats.

P.s. I'm impressed with your out of season sailing - puts me to shame. Mine will go in the water 1st weekend in April to test out the rebuilt transom and new steering compass, weather and family permitting.

Best Regards,

Jon 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Dave Smith (---.zqwdrqsz.com)

Date:   03-24-05 06:59

Hi Jon,

That’s interesting to hear that Anderson Rigden & Perkins also manufactured the Skipper.

I have an address for them but do not know if they are still in business.

I'll do some more research, it would be nice to track down some more history of the boat and also confirm my suspicions that she was built in 1978 (from the last two digits on the label)

Regards,

Dave. 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   03-24-05 08:39

Dave.

My boat has the same plate with SK554 and 79. However my sail number is 622 and I thought she was built in 1981 I've passed the details to Malcolm Mcdonald. who thinks the 554 should be the sail number and 79 is the build year. That would make sense and tie in with your numbers.

Anyone out there got boat number 622?

I hope to meet you out on the east coast this season.

Regards 

Chris. 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Dave Smith (20.133.0.---)

Date:   03-24-05 12:47

Hi Chris,

I have sail number 350.

I have heard other people say that the sail numbers were issued independently from the hulls and in no specific order.

I try and get away once a month so there is a good chance our paths will cross. Last weekend I went up to Stutton Ness (from Titchmarsh marina) accompanied as far as the Dovercourt Breakwater by Ted Jones in his Sunspot 15.

Regards,

Dave. 

Re: Skipper 17 Identification label 

Author: Chris Breeze (---.range81-158.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   03-24-05 18:35

Dave,

Thanks for the quick reply. I think I'll stay with 622.

When I get dates for sailing I'll give you a ring. So far I've only launched at Levington. Do you know of any good slip ways (that aren't so steep)

Thanks.

Chris. 

Re: East Coast slipways 

Author: Dave Smith (---.www.demon.net)

Date:   03-26-05 07:18

Chris,

It depends how far you want to travel, I have used several in the past.

My recollections are:-

ORFORD: Big car park with toilets, easy slope but drops off sharply if launching at lowish water, river can run swiftly, water tap near by at top of hard.

FELIXSTOWE FERRY: Small car park that gets crowded at wekends,easy slip onto shingle, pay at cafe.

LEVINGTON: You know. There used to be a snatch block at the top to save taking the car onto the slip.

TITCHMARSH MARINA: Reasonable slip but muddy at low water, usual marina facilities.

TOLLESBURY MARINA: Gentle slip within working boatyard so access can be a problem depending on how busy they are, there is a sill that restricts you to a couple of hours either side of H.W.

BURNHAM YACHT HARBOUR: Fairly steep but good surface.

I have also launched at TWO TREE ISLAND and QUEENBOROUGH but can't say I liked them very much. Mainly due to parking and other restrictions. They also seem to attract a lot of power boaters.

Two other places I have used with the DCA for rallies. UPRIVER YACHT CLUB at Hullbridge and the BLACKWATER SAILING CLUB near Maldon. It may be worth a call to see if they would allow you to use their slips.

I am on a pontoon at Titchmarsh now so have not been to any of these launching sites for several years and things may have changed.

Hope some of this may be of help,

Regards,

Dave. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: nathan benson (---.range81-152.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   03-26-05 14:15

FOR SALE on e-BAY: Skipper 17 twin lifting keel and B&B road trailer.

I'm currently selling my Skipper 17 on e-BAY. She's the twin lifting keel model and I think built around 1979. It's a reluctant sale due to my ill-health - she's a great wee boat and given us lots of fun. I think the length of production (both as Skipper 17 and then as Eagle 525) is testimony to its good design. I don't have any instructions, but have a double-sided A4 kind of information/sales leaflet.

The Eagle 525 was tested by Sailing Today in Dec 1999 and I'm sure PBO ran a test around the same time, though I can't find my copy of that magazine.

This is a great forum - keep it up, pity I hadn't found out about it earlier - happy sailing all! 

Re: Skipper 17 single centreplate version 

Author: Jim Staveley` (---.l1.c3.dsl.pol.co.uk)

Date:   03-29-05 19:21

I have a late '60s, single centre plate Skipper 17, which has a very corroded centreplate. 

I'm having a new one made, but other than the original shape I'm not sure how thick the metal should be? The centreplate housing slot is approx 35mm. The thickest part of the rusty old centre plate is about 17mm.

Any ideas?? I read somewhere that the original weight of the plate should be 50kg

I reckon I could have the plate made around 20mm, plus I'll get it hot dip galvanised too, so it should last another 40years!!

It would be great to hear from anyone else who has one of these old single plater Skippers

Cheers

Jim 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Stephen Masterson (---.winn.dial.virgin.net)

Date:   04-01-05 22:11

Hi Jim, I've got a single plate Skipper and will be home this weekend, I believe my son has put it on its mooring, so I will be on it sometime, 

Not sure what weight its meant to be but I can measure the thickness for you, its in very good condition so might have been replaced at some time, but should still give you an idea.

regards

Steve 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Stephen Masterson (---.glfd.dial.virgin.net)

Date:   04-05-05 19:47

Hi Jim again, measured it for you and ours is 18mm, it handles well in a blow, and so if you fit a 20mm plate you should have some safe upright sailing. 

Regards

Steve Skipper 98 

Skipper 17 centreplate 

Author: Jim Staveley (---.lns1-c8.dsl.pol.co.uk)

Date:   04-06-05 22:09

Thanks Steve,

That’s a real help. I'll get the fabricators to make me a copy at 18-20mm thickness. 

By the way do you know how old your Skipper is i.e. year of manufacture?

Jim 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Stephen Masterson (---.glfd.dial.virgin.net)

Date:   04-07-05 00:15

Hi Jim, 

not sure how old S 98 is, Nick Johnson has S 86 and reckons its about 1968. The man to ask would be Malcolm McDonald, as Malcolm runs the owners association he knows all there is to know about Skippers, the meaning of life etc. 

In fact I must get in touch with him myself, as I'm sure there must be a better way of attaching the mainsheet than a rope around the pushpit! Seems to work though.

happy sailing

Steve 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Malcolm McDonald (---.w80-15.abo.wanadoo.fr)

Date:   04-22-05 15:39

Dear all,

I am sorry to tell you that I cannot be reached except by mail (to my normal address) I was on the point of publishing the third newsletter when I moved to France to do some work, and I have had problems with both my computers and my internet accounts. At the time of writing these do not appear to be easily resolvable. I am aware that people have tried to contact me but I cannot read what they have written. I am writing this on a public computer and I still cannot open my account, and I simply do not know where the problem lies. So I can only offer my apologies at this point, and I will let you know on this page when normal service can be resumed! Meanwhile, enjoy the new season!

Yours

Malcolm 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Matt Sanderson (---.range81-153.btcentralplus.com)

Date:   04-27-05 13:22

Hi all,

Am moving up to the Lake District from the Norfolk Broads in the next few months - does anyone sail 17's on the lakes?

Regards,

Matt. 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Bernard Harman (---.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   05-01-05 21:46

Matt,

I sail from a mooring on Coniston. Give me a ring and I can let you have the details.

Regards,

Bernard 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Bernard Harman (---.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   05-03-05 20:56

I sail from a mooring on Coniston. Give me a ring and I will let you have the details.

Regards,

 Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: Roger Bush (---.cable.ubr13.newt.blueyonder.co.uk)

Date:   05-08-05 21:56

Hi Frank,

I have been searching everywhere for a second hand Eagle 525. There is one in Kingsbridge Estuary, Devon (not for sale) and one in Dublin, too far to go. If any one reading this message knows of an Eagle for sale, I would be very grateful if you could let me know. 

Plymouth

Devon

Thanks,

Roger Bush 

Re: Skipper 17 Articles etc 

Author: grant phillips (---.proxy.aol.com)

Date:   05-11-05 23:40

Does anyone know when or why a backstay was introduced to the skipper 17 / Eagle. Has the boom been shortened to accomplish this? & has anyone set a spinnaker without a backstay? (I sail in Mount's Bay, Penzance). 

